Somatostatin-like immunoreactivity in cerebroventricular fluid of patients with basal midline tumours.
The concentration of somatostatin-like immunoreactivity (SLI) was determined by specific radioimmunoassay in the cerebroventricular fluid of patients with tumours of the basal midline and compared to findings in patients with multiple sclerosis. Mean SLI levels of the two groups were not significantly different. In patients with basal tumours (astrocytoma, craniopharyngioma, etc.) SLI levels varied widely and tended to increase with increased intracranial pressure. Lateral ventricular SLI levels decreased in patients with blockade of foramen Monro and in patients with communicating hydrocephalus or post-radiation encephalopathy. There was no apparent correlation with dysfunction of the hypothalamohypophyseal axis.